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Time to Renew your KFGC Membership! 
 It’s that time of the year to renew your KFGC 
membership. If your email address is on file, you should 
have received an email asking you to renew your 
membership. If not, or if you are a new member, you may 
renew online at www.afgc.org and select Kentucky as 
your Affiliate Council or send a check with your name, 
address, phone number, and email address to: KFGC c/o 
Jimmy Henning. N-222D Ag. Science North, Lexington, 
KY 40546-0091. Membership dues support the mission 
of KFGC to provide practical research-based information 
on pasture systems, hay and silage production, and all 
else forage for producers, researchers, extension 
personnel and industry representatives. Additionally, you 
automatically become a member of the American Forage 
and Grassland Council. Annual dues are only $25.  
 
Forage Pests Update 
 If you would like some winter reading on potential pest 
issues with forages, here’s a good resource from articles 
written in the past few years in KY Pest News. 
https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/category/
forages/  
 
Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference– February 8 
 The Alfalfa and Stored Forage Conference will be 
held Feb. 8, 2024 at the Warren County Extension office 
in Bowling Green. We have an excellent lineup of 
speakers, with the theme of the conference “Getting Into 
the Hay Business.” We will hear how top producers in KY 
and OH got started in the hay business and other 
speakers will overview the basics of hay production, 
marketing, and how hay fits into rations for horses and 
cattle. A highlight of the conference will be Dr. Garry 
Lacefield, who started the conference 43 years ago. 
Garry will give his personal reflections on alfalfa 
production in KY over the last 50 years. For details and  
registration go to the Events tab on the Forage Website. 
 Topics and speaker include: Operating a Major Hay 
and Straw Farm in Ohio – John Russell; Teaching Hay 
Buyers What Their Horses Really Need – Dr. Laurie 
Lawrence; How to Find and Evaluate Used Equipment - 
Dennis Wright; Establishing Markets for Your Hay and 
Straw—Ellis Deweese and Jeff Stephens; 50 Years of 
Alfalfa Production in Kentucky: Observations, Reflections 
and Opportunities – Dr. Garry Lacefield; Basics of 
Fertilizing for Successful Hay Production – Dr. Edwin 
Ritchey; How I Got Started in the Hay Business: The 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly – Producer Panel.  
 

Acorns make nice décor but are bad for cattle 
 It’s not unusual to find various species of oak trees 
growing within or along the borders of pastures. In such 
situations, acorns can easily be found scattered on the 
ground during this time of year. 
 There’s an old saying that “Mighty oaks from acorns 
grow.” There’s also a less popular saying that “Good 
cows from acorns die.” The latter mantra stems from the 
fact that acorns and leaves from the mighty oak tree are 
toxic to cattle. 
 A fact sheet from the University of Georgia states that, 
“Most cattle do not preferentially consume acorns; 
however, there are some cattle that do exhibit a specific 
liking for them.” 
 Nut-bearing trees such as oaks produce tannins. 
Gallotannin concentrates in the acorn before dropping 
from the tree. Once consumed by cattle, gallotannin is 
degraded in the rumen to yield gallic acid and tannic acid. 
The tannic acid can cause ulcerations in the animal’s 
mouth, esophagus, and gastrointestinal tract. Renal 
tubules are especially sensitive and, if significantly 
damaged, will result in kidney failure followed by death. 
 Fast growing and nursing calves often are the first 
animals to show signs of acorn toxicity. This is because 
tannins concentrate in the mother’s milk. The first 
noticeable symptoms often include constipation and a 
drop in feed intake. Continued exposure to acorns results 
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Forage Timely Tips: January 

✓ Continue strip-grazing of stockpiled tall fescue for 
maximum utilization. 

✓ Remove animals from very wet pastures to limit 
pugging and soil compaction.   

✓ Feed best hay to animals with highest nutritional 
needs. 

✓ Supplement poor quality hay as indicated by 
forage testing.   

✓ Feed hay in areas where mud is less of a problem. 

✓ Feed hay in poor pastures to increase soil fertility 
and enhance organic matter. 

✓ Consider “bale grazing” - set out hay when the 
ground is dry or frozen. Use temporary fencing to 
allocate bales as needed.   

✓ Use variety trial results to select seed for spring 
renovation. 

✓ Prepare for pasture renovation by purchasing 
seeds, inoculant, etc. and getting equipment ready.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentuckypestnews.wordpress.com%2Fcategory%2Fforages%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckrista.lea1%40uky.edu%7Cf3cc3d073c2b48d5504d08dbeb71615a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638362644417193779%7C
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentuckypestnews.wordpress.com%2Fcategory%2Fforages%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckrista.lea1%40uky.edu%7Cf3cc3d073c2b48d5504d08dbeb71615a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638362644417193779%7C


in ulcerations of the gastrointestinal tract, which will 
become apparent with black, watery diarrhea. The feces 
may or may not contain blood and be characterized by a 
repulsive odor. 
 Calves will be lethargic with swelling in the abdomen 
and extremities. In the advanced stages, blood may drain 
from the nose, and calves may have difficulty urinating 
and defecating. In mature animals, symptoms will be 
similar to those of calves but with the addition of lower 
milk output in lactating cows and the potential for birth 
defects in calves born to poisoned, pregnant cows. 
 The symptoms of acorn toxicosis are very similar to 
bovine viral diarrhea (BVD) Type 2. The major 
differentiating factor is the presence or absence of a 
fever. Type 2 BVD is characterized by an elevated body 
temperature while acorn toxicosis often presents with 
little or no fever. 
Treatments are limited 
 There are no accepted treatments for reversing the 
effects of acorn toxicosis other than to remove animals 
from areas accessible to acorns and providing proper 
care to improve survival rates. If acorn toxicosis is 
suspected, contact your veterinarian. Provide fluids and 
electrolytes to enhance kidney function. If urination stops, 
kidney function has likely ceased and death will follow 
soon after. 
 If constipation is observed, a single dose of mineral oil 
may be used as a laxative. A broad–spectrum antibiotic 
can be administered to prevent infections from  
ulcerations of the gastrointestinal tract. Consult  a 
veterinarian to ensure antibiotic doesn’t metabolize in the 
kidney, as this can make the kidney damage even worse. 
 Prevention is the best defense against acorn 
toxicosis. During the fall, move cattle out of pastures with 
oak tree access. Temporary fencing can be used to keep 
cattle away from oak timber during the fall and early 
winter. Finally, ensure high–quality forage is available 
either in the form of winter grazing, hay, or haylage. This 
will help prevent cattle from scavenging acorns. In 
extreme cold, the incidence of acorn toxicosis tends to 
drop. It’s not because tannin levels decrease as winter 
sets in, but rather because acorns decay and become 
less desirable to animals. ~ excerpt of Mike Rankin 
article in Hay and Forage Grower. Hayandforage.com 
 
Farewell to Marc Sulc 
 The alfalfa community lost one of its colleagues and 
friends recently with the passing of Dr. Mark Sulc, 
Professor and Extension Forage Specialist, who retired 
from Ohio State University at the end of October 2022 
after 30 years of service. Dr. Sulc passed away on Sept. 
16 following a two-year battle with glioblastoma. 
 Mark's outreach activities expanded knowledge on 
forage production and management systems for Ohio 
and throughout the Upper Midwest. He developed 
quality, in-depth training for Extension agents, industry 
professionals, and farmers. Mark maintained an active 
research program throughout his career with a focus on 
forage crop management, especially in relation to 
disease and insect pests. He was an excellent 
collaborator and typically worked in multi-disciplinary 
groups involving partners at OSU and other universities, 
including collaborators in Brazil. Mark was the 
author of more than 440 extension newsletter 

articles and gave hundreds of presentations as a 
nationally recognized expert. 
 Mark's passing is a loss not only for his family and 
friends but for the many colleagues and peers within the 
alfalfa community who had the  good fortune to and work 
with him. 
 Mark is survived by his wife Sally; children Peter, 
Kelsey (Quest), Nathan (Maggie), Jenna (Josh); 
grandchildren Joshua, Milly, Easton and Laney; siblings 
Debbie (Tim) and Mike (Julie); brother-in-law Jeff; and 
golden retriever Kody. He is preceded in death by his 
parents Reuben and Kay and sister Beverly. 
 ~ Originally published in NAFA news (National Alfalfa 
and Forage Alliance). 
 
Will your fertilizer spreader be ready for go time? 
 As more and more growers invest in their own dry 
fertilizer applicators, end-of-season equipment 
inspections have become increasingly important to help 
protect the machine investment and ensure timely 
fertilizer applications the next spring. 
 “We can’t stress enough how doing a complete and 
thorough inspection when you’re done with the machine 
this season, and performing any necessary repairs 
before storing for winter, will make it that much easier to 
get started when your fields are ready next season,” says 
Nathan Druffel, NW regional operations manager for 
Heartland Ag Systems in Idaho 
  “Keep it simple. Make a checklist so you don’t 
forget anything and continue using that checklist year 
after year,” Druffel advises. “Or consider partnering with 
a trained and experienced technician.”  Druffel 
recommends following these key steps: 
 Perform a comprehensive cleanup: Completely clean 
the machine’s exterior and interior, including the box, 
frame, booms, axles, suspension, steering components, 
spinners, hydraulic system – everything. Meticulously 
inspect for cracks, leaks, hidden damage from use or 
anything that might need to be repaired before next 
season. 
 For self-propelled machines, inspect and clean the 
chassis, engine, transmission, rear end and hubs. 
Discard all trash from inside the cab, vacuum the interior, 
inspect air conditioning filters and consider placing rodent 
bait or repellant to keep critters out. 
 For air boom systems, clean the booms and belts to 
be sure they are free of any corrosive materials. It’s also 
important to inspect the fan and fan housing to look for 
damaged blades, as holes in the fan housing can 
adversely affect the airflow to the booms and, in turn, the 
spread quality. 
 Remove all fertilizer debris: Fertilizer is very corrosive 
and can cause a lot of rust issues, especially when met 
with rain or moisture. When washing the outside of the 
machine – the box, booms and spinners – be sure to 
remove all corrosive fertilizer dust and granules to 
prevent rust and corrosion. It’s also important to clear  
corrosive materials from electrical wiring and connections 
to prevent rust that can block electrical signals. 
 Clean conveyor belts, oil chains and check if missing 
pieces. To further protect against corrosion and rust, 
keep the chains and joints free and in good shape by 



removing fertilizer from all metal surfaces and greasing the chains. Help prevent metal from binding to metal by greasing 
the pivot points and shafts. 
 Keep the machine covered: Moisture in the air rusts metal parts of unprotected equipment. If you can cover the 
machine during seasons impacted by rain and/or snow – whether it be in a shed, shop or even with a large tarp – it will 
be better protected and in a better condition the next time it’s used. “These practices also help to protect the machine’s 
resale value when you’re in the market to upgrade” Duffel advises. 
 Growers who don’t have the time or interest in performing equipment inspections can turn to companies for an annual 
inspection. Post-season inspection and maintenance provides the potential for extensive savings and increased 
productivity at the start of the next season.~ excerpt of article by Nathan Druffel, Progressive Forage. 
 
Equine and Endophyte Workshop — January 31 
 Registration is now open for the second annual Equines and Endophytes Workshop in Lexington, KY on January 31, 
2024. This half day program is exclusively for the horse industry and mitigating or preventing the unique impacts of toxic 
tall fescue in horses. Registration is $40 and includes lunch and educational materials.  

• History of Tall Fescue Endophytes – Dr. Joe Bouton, emeritus professor, UGA 

• Pregnancy Losses: Does Tall Fescue Need Exploring? – Dr. Emma Adam, Veterinary Outreach, UK 

• Knowledge Gap Analysis of Ergot Alkaloids in Equines – Dr. Jimmy Klotz, Animal Scientist, USDA ARS-FAPRU 

• Short-term Mitigation and Long-Term Solutions – Krista Lea, MS, Research Analyst, UK 

• Selection, Establishment and Use of Novel Endophyte Tall Fescue Varieties – Dr. Ray Smith, UK 

• Farm Manager Panel 
 
Heart of America Grazing Conference — February 19-20 
 Learn the innovative practices that are taking root in modern farming at the 2024 Heart of America Grazing 
Conference, Feb. 19-20.  This two-day conference is where you’ll witness the power of ‘real farmers, real success’ 
firsthand. Delve into the transformative practices of pasture management, learn the secrets of soil health that underpin 
profitable farming, and see how native warm-season grasses and custom grazing can be game-changers for your 
operation. Major sponsor and conference organizer is the Greenacres Foundation. This Foundation stands as a beacon 
of regenerative farming, just a stone’s throw from downtown Cincinnati. Spanning over 1200 acres, it’s not only a model 
of sustainable agriculture but also an educational hub that inspires a new generation of farmers. With its hands-on 
approach, Greenacres is dedicated to demonstrating the best practices in agriculture, education, and the environment. 
green-acres.org 
 
 Scheduled Sessions include:  

• Dan Glenn, Deep Grass Graziers Farm – Choosing and developing cattle genetics to suit your needs  

• Lyda Garcia, Ohio State University – How animal handling directly affects meat quality and carcass price  

• Monte Bottens, IL Crop & Livestock Farmer – Farming thousands of row-crop acres and improving margins through 
cover crops and livestock  

• Dr. Jason Salchow, MO custom grazier, veterinarian, and adjunct professor at Missouri State University – How to 
build a profitable custom grazing operation from scratch to over 600 head  

• Chad Bitler, Research Director, Greenacres Foundation – Native Warm Season Grasses can benefit a grazing farm, 
provided they are established correctly  

• Matt Isaacs, Isaacs Angus Farm; Cattle producer and winner KFGC 2023 Forage Spokesperson Competition.  

• Jim Linne, White Clover Farm, grass-fed beef farmer and retired gastroenterology physician – Finishing grass-fed 
beef and the financials of direct-to-consumer marketing  

• Additional speakers & topics to be announced soon.  



University of Kentucky 

Forage Extension Program 

N-222 Ag. Science Center North 

1100 S. Limestone 

Lexington, KY 40546 

Stamp Here 

Upcoming Events (see Forage website for 
details and to register, click on EVENTS)  
 
Jan. 7-10 - AFGC Conference, Mobile, AL 
Jan. 18 - Equine Pastures Please! Lexington 
Jan. 31 - Equines and Endophytes 

Workshop, Lexington 
Feb. 8 – KY Alfalfa and Stored Forage 

Conference, Bowling Green 
Feb. 19-20 - Heart of America Grazing 

Conference, Cincinnati, OH 
March 19 - Tall Fescue Renovation 

Workshop, Greenville, TN  
April (3rd week)—KY Fencing Schools, TBD 
April (last week) —KY Beg. Grazing School, 

Princeton 
 
Subscribe or access full articles at the UK 

Forage Website 
www.forages.ca.uky.edu.  

Forage 

News 



Registration includes Coffee and pastries each day, Lunch each day, Dinner on Monday evening. Registration for this 
event will close on Monday, February 12th at 12:00pm. Register online at https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
greenacresfoundation/1047356  



 

 

 


